
W hen we (staff at Pe nns y lvania M a g a z i n e)
cnd co n t r i b u to r swho can provide engaging

articles about PennsylvaniaÕs history, people, places
and events at our published rates that will interest our
readers and cause them to either begin or renew a sub-
scription, weÕre successful. 

The articles that have proven to be of interest to
our subscribers have the following characteristics:

• Statewide interest.

The article topic should interest readers in Erie
and Scranton, as well as readers in Bloomsburg and
Bellefonte. 

• Pennsylvania tie-in.

The link to Pennsylvania is clearly seen. 

• Lively text.

Tight copy that pulls the reader from the head and
subhead through to the articleÕs last word. 

• Engaging photos.

The photos must be engaging. We want the reader,
because of the photos, to want to read the 
captions, and after reading the captions, to be
eager to read the article.

We rely on freelance contributors. While
some freelancers cnd us the bestmagazine to work
with, others disagree. And thatÕs okay. WeÕve found
that when a contributor Õs working style meshes well
with ours, the query-to-published-article process goes
smoothly. When our styles clash, itÕs best for both of
us to look elsewhere. I tÕs a natural part of doing busi-
ness. People work well with some and not with others. 

To see if your style (type of articles you can pro-
duce, payment you need to receive, ability to provide
what we need)wil l work well with ours, please take
the time to review these guidelines. !

Our fees are based on the article type and length. We

purchase First North American serial rights for one-time use.

The following article categories have the following typical

fees for published word counts and photo usage:

RoundUp (front of the book items)

short items (100 to 450 words and one photo): $60-75
medium items (500-800 words and one photo): $85-125
long items (over 800 words and two photos):$115-150

Features

Short (up to 1,000 words or less,three photos): $200
Medium (1,100 to 1,750 words,four photos):$310
Long (1,750 to 2,500 words,five photos):$410

Town and Country

Text (usually about 500 words) and one photo: $85
Text without photo: $60

Payment for text typically runs between 10¢ and 15¢ per
word,depending on the quality of the writing and subject
matter. Payment for reprinted articles is 8¢ per word.We pay
$25 to $35 for each photo used.For a cover we usually pay
$150.We will also pay a handling fee of $5 per photo for
images that you obtain from a subjectÕs file; this is intended
to compensate you for your efforts in obtaining the photo.We
also reimburse for any related fees (for photo reproduction or
publication fees) that are approved prior to arranging for
such reproduction by an individual,museum,library or 
historical society.

Although weÕd like to,our budget doesnÕt allow us to pay
travel expenses,and we rarely send contributors on assign-
ment.

" " " " " SEND YOUR QUERIES/ARTICLES TO
Matt Holliday, editor

PO Box 755,Camp Hill PA17001-0755
pamag@aol.com
717-697-4660

condensed 

Guidelines for Contributors
to pennsylvania magazine 

by MattHolliday, editor, revised October 2006



Begin with a Query Letter

Use a concise one-page letter to show how your idea
w i ll be of interest to our readers and why you are the
one to do the work. Show how you will cover the to p i c
using words and pictures. 

C o n v i n ce me that you can provide a text that is
l i v e ly and accurate, and that your photos (or someone
e l s e Õs) will cause my readers to stop and read your te x t .
If you plan to take your own photos, send photo co p i e s
of previous work. If someone else will supply photo s ,
send photo copies of that personÕs work to me. 

O n ce I have your query and other materials, you
can expect a reply from me in about one month with
one of the following responses. (If it is a timely topic,
such as a festival thatÕs happening in one we e k ,send an
email query so that I can reply quickly. )

 Go ahead with your idea. Some guidance
for completion of your article will be provided. Yo u
may need to ask for more, depending on your experi-
e n ce in submitt ing to Pennsylvania Ma ga z i n e. Yo u Õ r e
a l w a ys b e t ter off asking, rather than guessing. 

 Su p p ly more info r m at i on . A co m p l e te query
w i ll include such details as the names of those you
want to procle, where they are located and what they
do. I should be enthused about your idea, not want-
ing more information.  

 I’m not c on f i d e n t in the outcome. I t may
be a great topic; howev e r, from the materials that
youÕve sent, IÕm either not co ncdent in your ability to
co m p l e te a suitable art icle (or supply suitable photo s ) ,
or IÕm not co ncdent that the topic will be of inte r e s t
to our readers when co m p l e ted. 

Now i s n ’ t the time to cover it. We donÕt
cover renovations in process or things in dev e l o p-
ment. We wait  until there is something for our read-
ers to go and see/do. 

 It ’s been covered before. We wait  cve or
more years between cov e r age of the same place ,
event, etc. We may also have an art icle on the to p i c
(or a similar topic) that is await ing publication. 

 It ’s not s u i table for our use. We have a
narrow range of topics that suit  the magazine. If your
approach isnÕt what will engage our readers, then
y o u Õ ll receive this response. If your idea/approach
may be suitable for another publication, we Õ ll try to
d i r e ct you to it. 

How to Submit Your Article

1. Use one package. I t is better to wait until
you have everything than sending in bits and
pieces. 

2. Share the glory. Supply the names and
addresses of those involved in the article. You will

need to supply writt en permission for our use of
photos/illustrations from their owners/copyright
owners and their names so we can provide credit.
Include contact info. for subjects featured in the
magazine so we can send them a copy upon publi-
cation. 

3. Rem ember t h at w e ’ l l e d i t e v e r y t h i n g .
Al l writt en materials submitted are subject to edit-
ing for style, clarity, flow and organization. This
editing is intended to keep a cohesive, familiar style
for readers of the magazine. I f you want your mate-
rial to appear Òas is,ÓdonÕt send it to us. 

4. Use the Associated Press Stylebook.
Do not use any terms such asc rst, only, or unique
unless you can prove it. I nclude a citation of this
authority with your text. Beware of generalizations. 

5. Write in the active voice. 
6. Orient the reader quickly. Cite the

location of a person, place or event in the crst para-
graph and include the countyÑTerry Smith of
Camp H ill, Cumberland County. Omit county 
references for the following: Erie, Harrisburg,
Lancaster, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Scranton,
Al lentown, Bethlehem and York.

7. Deadlines gladly given. We can give you a
deadline if you need one to complete the it em, oth-
erwise we operate without deadlines for most sto-
ries. I f your item is appropriate for an upcoming
issue, and I expect that you are able to complete it
for that issue,  IÕll give you a deadline. Otherwise,
articles are scheduled in the magazine when I have
a suitable text/photo/illustration package and the
article cts with the content of a specicc issue. I
usually specify a scheduled issue on publication
agreements. 

8. Fi r s ttime is on speculat i on.  When I
respond favorably to a query from a potential 
contributor who has not worked with the magazine
before, this does not constitute an assignment (and
we will not pay a kill fee if the materials are not
acceptable). A contributor new to us submits
o n ly on speculat i o n . Payment for accepted 
materials is usually made upon acceptance.  

9. We purchase first, on e-time use rights of
your original materials. We then own our edited,
published version. I f we want to publish your 
material on our website, weÕll contact you for those
rights. You can resell your o r i g i n a l copy/photos
elsewhere after our publication of your material. 

10. Include a short bio sentence with your
article text so that your hometown, county, and any
related interest you may have in the subject can
appear at the end of your article. We can place your
email address in the bio if youÕd like.  ■

I appreciate your 
interest in contributing
to the magazine.
Best wishes to you in
your freelancing
endeavors.
Ñ M atthew K . H olliday, editor


